	Test Yourself…Would you be a good partner?      Partnership Test for _______…
Please rate the following questions using this rating scale.



	If your answer to the question is:
	Give yourself these points:

	A firm “yes”
	10

	Yes
	9

	Yes, but barely
	8

	Maybe, with “conditions”
	7

	Could live with it
	6

	Possibly
	5

	Very difficult
	4

	Isn’t likely
	3

	Highly improbable
	2

	A firm “no”
	1

	
	

	
	Could you accept advice from other farming operation partners with an open mind, believe it may have merit?  Would you be willing to give new ideas a try, even if you thought they would not work?

	
	Would you be patient enough to “grow into” a farming operation, keeping in mind that others have spent a life time building the business?

	
	Since you have the advantage of youth, strength, and stamina, are you willing to do more than your share of the physical work in the farm operation without complaining or feeling resentment?

	
	Can you appreciate with understanding that your father has spent many years running the farm, making decisions, even dealing with you as a boy?  

	
	If you were given the advantage of a start in farming, would you in return feel primary responsibility for caring for those that gave you that opportunity in their later years?

	
	Could you refrain from pressing your advice on others regarding personal issues, keeping in mind they may enjoy things you wouldn’t?

	
	Can you willingly reserve an important area of responsibility for others you would be working with?   Can you avoid imposing your will on them in this area, even though it may hold back progress?

	
	Are you willing to keep a good set of records of income and expenses so that the business you are involved in can be evaluated for profit?

	
	In situations that call for judgment can you willingly lean over backward so that others would judge you as being calm, fair, and considerate?

	
	Could your wife/future spouse accept without resentment the fact that your mother has spent a lifetime raising a family and making a successful business and that she is in turn entitled to rest, travel, and a nicer home – things that you may not be able to afford at this stage of life?

	
	Could you and your wife/future spouse “make do” with the house, furniture, car, and other conveniences that you have – without complaining that others are responsible?

	
	Can you & wife/future spouse keep personal matters personal & not burden or blame others about them?

	
	Are you and your wife/future spouse willing to make and keep a budget of household expenses that would help you plan and prepare for times when funds are tight due to the risk of a farming operation

	
	Would your wife/future spouse refrain from forcing you to change or rescind decisions made between you & others regarding the affairs of business, realizing they may affect personal standard of living & lifestyle?   


Your chances for success as a good farming partner…

Total Points

140-127
You will do well working with others in an operation

126-113
You should be able to work with others in an operation

112-99

It may be difficult to work with others in an operation

98-85

Working with others in an operation would be very difficult

84-71

Think of another career possibility

70-57

You will be very unhappy working with others

56-43

You couldn’t stand working with others


42-29

Please don’t consider working with someone else in a business
29-14

Not a chance in the world your business would succeed

